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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-7, 10-22, and 25-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent 5,818,441 to Throckmorton et al (hereafter referenced as 
Throckmorton) in view of WO Publication 02/15068 Al to Hiruma et al. (hereafter US 
Publication 2002/0152091 Al to Nagaoka et al. will be used as a certified translation). 

Regarding claim 1, "a media distribution system adapted to supply media 
content from disparate sources" reads on a system that receives media from 
primary and associated sources and sends it over to receiver (abstract) as 
disclosed by Throckmorton and represented in Fig. 2 (elements 10, 16). As to "a 
system comprising: an encoder tagging media content with an identifier tag 
useful in synchronization with additional media content, and useful in delivery of 
the media content" Throckmorton discloses (coL4, lines 52-55; col. 5, lines 15-18, 
lines 48-52) that the data synchronizer synchronizes primary data stream with 
specific data stream associated with the primary stream and sends it to encoder 
via sequencer where encoder delivers the content to consumer's medium and as 
represented in Fig. 2. 
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As to "an output transmitting the media content to a distribution 
mechanism adapted to distribute the media content to media delivery devices" 
Throckmorton discloses (col. 5, line 65-col.6, line 2) that the transmitter transmits 
the content received from encoder to receiver as represented in Fig. 2 (element 
30). 

Throckmorton meets all the limitations of the claim except "a distribution 
mechanism distributing the media content to a media delivery device adapted to 
record a channel upon which the identifier tag arrived." However, Nagaoka 
discloses (110040) that the mobile terminal device receives the broadcasted data 
from receiver and stores it in storage device of terminal. As to "adapted to obtain 
additional media content from a disparate source" Nagaoka discloses (110045, 
110046) that the receiver receives the data from broadcast station and obtains 
information related to data from TMS via public network such as Internet. As to 
"adapted to synchronize the media content with the additional media content 
according to the identifier tag and the channel, and adapted to deliver the 
additional media content to a consumer according to the identifier tag and a 
remote channel control function of the media delivery device" Nagaoka discloses 
(110045, 110046, 110047) that the receiver receives the data from broadcast station 
and obtains information related to data from TMS via public network, transmits 
both these data to the mobile terminal which stores it in storage device. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the 
time of the invention to use a media delivery device such as mobile terminal to 
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record and store the data received from receiver in order to make use of the 
program contents and the information related to this program by sharing it with 
other devices on the network and also to watch these programs whenever user 
wants to in his/her leisure instead of sending a request and waiting to receive a 
program. 

Regarding claim 2, Throckmorton meets all the limitations of the claim 
except "the system wherein said distribution mechanism is adapted to broadcast 
the media content to media delivery devices." However, Nagaoka discloses 
(110040) that the mobile temriinal device receives the broadcasted data from 
receiver. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the 
art at the time of the invention to use a media delivery device such as mobile 
terminal to receive the data from receiver in order to watch the programs 
whenever user wants to in his/her leisure and receive all the information about 
the program. 

Regarding claim 3, "the system wherein said distribution mechanism is 
adapted to narrowcast the media content to a media delivery device in response 
to a request for the media content" Nagaoka discloses (110046) that the request 
to reproduce a program is generated in the mobile phone and is sent to the STB. 
In addition, the same motivation is used as rejection for claim 1. 
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Regarding claim 4, "the system wherein said encoder is adapted to insert 
an identifier tag into a vertical blanking interval of a sequence of video frames 
using a format that is compatible with a video data stream" Throckmorton 
discloses (col.5, lines 55-59; col.7, lines 54-65) that the specific data associated 
with primary data is encoded in the VBI of the television signal. 

Regarding claim 5, "the system wherein said wherein said encoder is 
adapted to insert a tag into a web page" Throckmorton discloses (col.9, lines 9- 
1 1 and see claim 42) that the associated data includes pointers to web page. 

Regarding claim 6, "the system wherein the media content corresponds to 
a textual description" Throckmorton discloses (col. 9, lines 1-14) that the 
associated data contents can be received via sending text messages about the 
program. 

Regarding claim 7, "the system wherein the media content corresponds to 
an image" Throckmorton discloses (col.3, lines 62-67) that the primary and 
associated data are outputted in formats such as html to view In graphic layout 
and JPEG format for still images. 

Regarding claim 10, "the system wherein the media content corresponds 
to a link to the additional media content via a communications system" 
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Throckmorton discloses (col.9, lines 10-15) that the associated data includes 
pointers to links on an online services. 

Regarding claim 11, "the system wherein the media content corresponds 
to audio visual media content" Throckmorton discloses (col. 3, lines 51-54) that 
the primary stream data includes audio video data. 

Regarding claim 12, "the system wherein said encoder is adapted to 
select the identifier tag based on material characteristics of the media content" 
Throckmorton discloses (coL5, lines 19-30) that the sequencer monitors the 
output from primary data stream to obtain the information such as time code 
information necessary to sequence transmission of associated data stream. 

Regarding claim 13, "the system wherein said encoder is adapted to 
insert the identifier tag into a real-time distribution channel" Throckmorton 
discloses (col.7, lines 21-30) that the real time trigger accepts instructions sent 
as part of the associated data to display a page of information as represented in 
Fig. 5 (element 76). 

Regarding claim 14, "the system wherein said distribution mechanism is 
adapted to employ a real-time distribution channel to ensure delivery of the 
media content at a scheduled time without being affected by a distribution load" 
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Throckmorton discloses (col.1, lines 59-67; coL7, lines 21-29) that the consumer 
receives the real-time data during the process of program reception. 



Regarding claim 15, "the system wherein said encoder is adapted 
effectively to hide the identifier tag within a data stream to ensure that consumers 
not having suitably equipped media delivery devices are able to consume the 
media content without any awareness that the media content has been tagged, 
and to ensure that consumers having a suitably equipped media delivery device 
are able to enjoy an interactive experience facilitated by the identifier tag." 
Throckmorton discloses (col.7, line 54-col.8, line 15) that the client device 
receives primary data as well as associated data, which is stored locally in the 
device so the user does not have to go and look for the associated data related 
with the primary data which is playing on the display device. The associated 
data provider has already been previously researched and sent as associated 
data with primary data which is hidden/stored in local storage device so the user 
can have enhanced viewing experience. 

Regarding claim 16, "a method for supplying media content from 
disparate sources" reads on a system that receives media from primary and 
associated sources and sends it over to receiver (abstract) as disclosed by 
Throckmorton and represented in Fig. 2 (elements 10, 16). As to "method 
comprising: tagging media content with an identifier tag useful in synchronization 
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with additional media content, and useful in delivery of the media content" 
Throckmorton discloses (col.4, lines 52-55; col. 5, lines 15-18, lines 48-52) that 
the data synchronizer synchronizes primary data stream with specific data 
stream associated with the primary stream and sends it to encoder via sequencer 
where encoder delivers the content to consumer's medium and as represented in 
Fig. 2, 

As to "transmitting the media content to a distribution mechanism adapted 
to distribute the media content to media delivery devices" Throckmorton 
discloses (col. 5, line 65-col.6, line 2) that the transmitter transmits the content 
received from encoder to receiver as represented in Fig. 2 (element 30). 

Throckmorton meets all the limitations of the claim except "distributing the 
media content to a media delivery device adapted to obtain additional media 
content from a disparate source" However, Nagaoka discloses (1|0040) that the 
mobile terminal device receives the broadcasted data from receiver and stores it 
in storage device of terminal. As to "adapted to synchronize the media content 
with the additional media content according to the identifier tag and adapted to 
deliver the media content to a consumer according to the identifier tag" Nagaoka 
discloses (1|0045, 110046, 1|0047) that the receiver receives the data from 
broadcast station and obtains information related to data from TMS via public 
network, transmits both these data to the mobile terminal which stores It in 
storage device. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in 
the art at the time of the invention to use a media delivery device such as mobile 
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terminal to record and store the data received from receiver in order to make use 
of the program contents and the information related to this program by sharing it 
with other devices on the network and also to watch these programs whenever 
user wants to in his/her leisure instead of sending a request and waiting to 
receive a program. 

Regarding claim 17, Throckmorton meets all the limitations of the claim 
except "the method wherein said distributing includes broadcasting the media 
content to media delivery devices." However, Nagaoka discloses (110040) that 
the mobile terminal device receives the broadcasted data from receiver. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the 
time of the invention to use a media delivery device such as mobile terminal to 
receive the data from receiver in order to watch the programs whenever user 
wants to in his/her leisure and receive all the information about the program. 

Regarding claim 18, "the method wherein said distributing includes 
narrowcasting the media content to a media delivery device in response to a 
request for the media content" Nagaoka discloses (110046) that the request to 
reproduce a program is generated in the mobile phone and is sent to the STB. In 
addition, the same motivation is used as rejection for claim 16. 
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Regarding claim 19, "the method wherein said tagging includes inserting 
an identifier tag into a vertical blanking interval of a sequence of video frames 
using a format that is compatible with a video data stream" Throckmorton 
discloses (col. 5, lines 55-59; col.7, lines 54-65) that the specific data associated 
with primary data is encoded in the VBI of the television signal. 

Regarding claim 20, "the method wherein said tagging includes inserting 
a tag into a web page" Throckmorton discloses (col.9, lines 9-1 1 and see claim 
42) that the associated data includes pointers to web page. 

Regarding claim 21, "the method wherein the media content corresponds 
to a textual description" Throckmorton discloses (col.9, lines 1-14) that the 
associated data contents can be received via sending text messages about the 
program. 

Regarding claim 22, "the method wherein the media content corresponds 
to an image" Throckmorton discloses (col.3, lines 62-67) that the primary and 
associated data are outputted in formats such as html to view in graphic layout 
and JPEG format for still images. 

Regarding claim 25, "the method wherein the media content corresponds 
to a link to the additional media content via a communications system" 
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Throckmorton discloses (col.9, lines 10-15) that the associated data Includes 
pointers to links on an online services. 



Regarding claim 26, "the method wherein the media content corresponds 
to audio visual media contenf Throckmorton discloses (col.3, lines 51-54) that 
the primary stream data includes audio video data. 

Regarding claim 27, "the method comprising selecting the identifier tag 
based on material characteristics of the media content" Throckmorton discloses 
(col.5, lines 19-30) that the sequencer monitors the output from primary data 
stream to obtain the information such as time code information necessary to 
sequence transmission of associated data stream. 

Regarding claim 28, "the method wherein said tagging includes inserting 
the identifier tag into a real-time distribution channel" Throckmorton discloses 
(col.7, lines 21-30) that the real time trigger accepts instructions sent as part of 
the associated data to display a page of information as represented in Fig. 5 
(element 76). 

Regarding claim 29, "the method wherein said transmitting and 
distributing include employing a real-time distribution channel to ensure delivery 
of the media content at a scheduled time without being affected by a distribution 
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load" Throckmorton discloses (col.1, lines 59-67; col.7, lines 21-29) that the 
consumer receives the real-time data during the process of program reception. 

Regarding claim 30, "the method wherein said tagging includes effectively 
hiding the identifier tag within a data stream to ensure that consumers not having 
suitably equipped media delivery devices are able to consume the media content 
without any awareness that the media content has been tagged, and to ensure 
that consumers having a suitably equipped media delivery device are able to 
enjoy an interactive experience facilitated by the identifier tag" Throckmorton 
discloses (col .7, line 54-col.8, line 15) that the client device receives primary data 
as well as associated data, which is stored locally in the device so the user does 
not have to go and look for the associated data related with the primary data 
which is playing on the display device. The associated data provider has already 
been previously researched and sent as associated data with primary data which 
is hidden/stored in local storage device so the user can have enhanced viewing 
experience. 

Regarding claim 31, "a method of disseminating information for use in a 
portable device comprising: generating first content adapted for dissemination 
from a broadcast source and generating second content adapted for 
dissemination from an information source" Throckmorton discloses (col,4, lines 
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16-20) a system that receives media from primary and associated sources and 
sends it over to receiver (abstract) as represented in Fig. 2 (elements 10, 16). 

As to "using an authoring system to apply tags to said first and second 
content, the tags being configured to define an integrating relationship between 
the first content and the second content" Throckmorton discloses (col.4, lines 52- 
55; col. 5, lines 15-18, lines 48-52) that the data synchronizer synchronizes 
primary data stream with specific data stream associated with the primary stream 
and sends it to encoder via sequencer where encoder delivers the content to 
consumer's medium and as represented in Fig. 2. 

Throckmorton meets all the limitations of the claim except "providing said 
first content to a broadcast source adapted to broadcast to a portable device and 
providing said second content to an information source adapted to supply 
information upon demand to said portable device" However, Nagaoka discloses 
(110040) that the mobile terminal device receives the broadcasted data as well as 
the related data from TMS server and stores it in storage device of terminal. As 
to "providing the portable device, wherein the portable device has ability to 
synchronize and deliver said "first content and said second content based on a 
channel upon which said first content was broadcast to the portable device, and 
based on a channel remote control function of the portable device" Nagaoka 
discloses (110045, 1|0046, 1|0047) that the receiver receives the data from 
broadcast station and obtains information related to data from TMS via public 
network, transmits both these data to the mobile terminal which stores it in 
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storage device. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in 
the art at the time of the invention to use a media delivery device such as mobile 
terminal to record and store the data received from receiver in order to make use 
of the program contents and the information related to this program by sharing it 
with other devices on the network and also to watch these programs whenever 
user wants to in his/her leisure instead of sending a request and waiting to 
receive a program. 

3. Claims 8 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US Patent 5,818,441 to Throckmorton et al (hereafter referenced as 
Throckmorton) in view of US Publication 2002/0152091 Al to Nagaoka et al (hereafter 
referenced as Nagaoka) as applied to claim 1 above and further in view of well known 
prior art. 

Regarding claim 8, "the system wherein the media content corresponds 
information in a rich text format" Throckmorton discloses (col.3, lines 62-67) that 
the primary and associated data are outputted in html format for text and graphic 
layout. However, the examiner takes official notice that it was well known in the 
art at the time of the invention to use rtf format instead of html format. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the time of the 
invention to use rich text fomnat to Throckmorton's system since it contains 
smaller file size and does not contain complex formafting. 
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Regarding claim 23, "the method wherein the media content corresponds 
information in a rich text format" Throckmorton discloses (col.3, lines 62-67) that 
the primary and associated data are outputted in html format for text and graphic 
layout. However, the examiner takes official notice that it was well known in the 
art at the time of the invention to use rtf fomiat instead of html fomiat. Therefore, 
- it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the time of the 
invention to use rich text format to Throckmorton's system since It contains 
smaller file size and does not contain complex formatting. 



4. Claims 9 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US Patent 5,818,441 to Throckmorton et al (hereafter referenced as 
Throckmorton) in view of US Publication 2002/0152091 Al to Nagaoka et al (hereafter 
referenced as Nagaoka) as applied to claim 1 above and further in view of US 
Publication 2002/0059596 Al to Sano et al (hereafter referenced as Sano). 

Regarding claim 9, combination of Throckmorton and Nagaoka meets all 
the limitations of the claim except "the system wherein the media content 
corresponds to information in a binary language format." However, Sano 
discloses (110033) that the data fomnat converting unit converts the data format to 
an XML fomnat that is received by a communication terminal. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the time of the invention 
to use XMUbinary language fomnat as taught by Sano in order to reduce the 
CPU cycles and produce smaller results. 
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Regarding claim 24, combination of Throckmorton and Nagaoka meets all 
the limitations of the claim except "the method wherein the media content 
corresponds to information in a binary language format." However, Sano 
discloses (110033) that the data format converting unit converts the data format to 
an XML format that is received by a communication terminal. Therefore, It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the time of the invention 
to use XML/binary language fomnat as taught by Sano in order to reduce the 
CPU cycles and produce smaller results. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• US Patent 6,732,373 B2 to Harrison et al discloses a host device that 
receives primary and associated data to be provided on a hand held device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Pinkal Chokshi whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3317. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8 - 5 pm (Alt. Friday 
off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Pendleton can be reached on 571-272-7527. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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